PERSONS AND
PLACES

Editor's Note

There is a gradual change in Hawthorne's journals that
begins to be noticeable even before his marriage in
1842. Year by year there are fewer of the plots and
projects that had been the most interesting feature of
the early volumes, and also fewer glimpses of the dark
world beneath his conscious mind. Year by year
there is a sharper, more detailed observation of the
exterior world, with more descriptions of persons and
places, It is as if, even in his private journals, he had
chosen to form a crust over his emotions, like the tough
sod over a quagmire; and as if the crust grew thicker
every year, until it was firm enough to support the foun-
dations of his new lif e as a respectable householder.

The change in his character revealed by his note-
books is especially marked during his years in Europe,
from 1853 to 1860. These English and Italian entries
might have been written by another Hawthorne: a
kindly and even convivial skeptic, fond of beef and bur-
gundy and pretty women, shrewd in his judgment of
persons and cautious in business matters, so that
sometimes he writes as if he were reporting confiden-
tially to a board of directors. As a literary personality the
second Hawthorne is less individual and less of a pioneer
than his younger brother the recluse. Still, he is a
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